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1 + Welcome:

I’m extremely excited for your choice of joining this course and 
wanting to become a LEADER!!! Your life is about to be completely 
changed! You couldn’t have made a better decision! 

So you may be asking, “What is the purpose of this course?”

Firstly, to better understand who you are in Christ.

Paul went through deep times of study and figuring out who he was 
and who he was in Christ (Galatians 1-2:3). Paul spent about 17 years 
waiting and listening to the voice of God BEFORE God told him to 
travel and minister.

Jesus didn't even start his ministry until he was 30. And then, after He 
was filled with Holy Spirit He spent 40 days in the wilderness before 
He went out and did miracles.

True authority and leadership comes out of true identity…You can only 
LEAD as well as you LIVE…You can only reproduce who you are.

But also this course is to teach you what we, here at Youth Church, 
believe, why we believe it, and learn just who God is.

By choosing to take this course and become involved with Youth 
Church, you just took a leap out the mundane and into the mysteries 
of the Kingdom of God! Adventure is waiting! Students lives will be 
forever changed because of your choice to serve Jesus and see Him 
glorified in your life. You just took a step our of the boat and into the 
water! Years from now you will tell your grandkids about all the things 
God did through YOU at your time in Youth Church! 
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It’s my heart that this course would awaken a hunger and fire in you to 
pursue the things of God! Join with me on this adventure to discover 
who Jesus really is and who we are in Him!

- Pastor David LeMarr
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+ What is a Leader?:

This is a question that makes some people sick to their stomach. They 
say most people’s number one fear is public speaking. Every one of 
us here have experienced being nervous or stage fright to some 
degree. We often associate those types of positions as leaders.

And I know the diction at Youth Church is that “Leaders” are the adult 
leaders, but for the sake of this section when I say leader - I'm 
referring to all of the YC staff from Intern to Pastor! 

So, let’s look at the definition of a leader:

Leader: Someone who steps up from out of what is ordinary, who lives 
not only for themselves but for the sake of those around them, and 
who brings change and direction.

With over 7 billion people on the planet, the world needs you to be 
who God has called you to be!

You have been called and chosen by God to stand out in the midst of 
your family and friends and lead them to a place of change! You have 
been picked out of a sea of faces to not only live a life of calling and 
destiny, but to call all of those around you to their destinies as well.

A leader is held to a higher standard. 
What you do in moderation, they will do in excess  —  Why? Because 
everyone around you sees that you are held to a higher standard.

Here at Youth Church we hold our leaders to a high standard. We 
believe in putting our best foot forward and we believe in a life with no 
compromise. We want every area of our lives to reflect the goodness 
of God! We aren't trying to restrict your life, but we believe in you! We 
want to empower you! To see you live a life burning with passion for 
Jesus! A life of influence for those around you! 
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I don’t want to just delegate tasks - but results! 

Leaders are by no means perfect! If you are waiting to become perfect 
to lead, you will die waiting! You are not called to be a perfectionist, 
but to become like our perfect savior! And the crazy thing is, each one 
of us will be completely different in that same pursuit.

We are often called to the problems we see. Leaders don't just point 
out problems, they offer solutions! Leaders say “yes” to problems!

So here are some practical and personal Leadership expectations:
1. A personal relationship with Jesus Christ 
2. A daily devotion life with God
3. God pleasing behavior 
4. Healthy relationships 
5. A “higher-standard” public life
6. Commitment to the student ministry 
7. A heart to lead students

This isn't just about serving a church or ministry, but it is about forming 
a family and cultivating personal growth and calling. You will only get 
as much out of this as you put in. I will make you a promise, if you give 
this your everything, you will have the most incredible time of your life. 
Years from now, you’ll tell your grandkids about all the things God did 
through you during your time as a Youth Church leader.

Leadership is a lifestyle. You can only lead as well as you live! 
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+ Youth Church Vision and Mission:

This is a STUDENT ministry - not a YOUTH PASTOR ministry. It is 
made up of students and it is run by students - JUST LIKE YOU!  
Without you, this is not going to work. You make up the DNA of this 
student ministry and determine how much of a success it is. A youth 
pastor can only carry it so far, but with everyone running with the 
vision and mission of YC… it will be limitless! 

Vision:
Youth Church exists as a movement. We are here to see a generation 
touched and transformed by the manifest presence of God while living 
with passionate faith in Jesus, and creatively impacting the world 
around us. It is also to see just as many miracles and just as much of 
the supernatural in our everyday lives as we do at Youth Church, to 
serve Abilene and the surrounding communities into revival, and to 
see an awakening in the Body of Christ.

Mission:
To provide a place of genuine love and acceptance, to inspire 
creativity, instill purpose, and give hope. To equip student to carry 
out the presence and power of God into their world and everyday 
lives. To create opportunities for students to practice ministering to 
those in their everyday lives.

I believe we will see Abilene, and the surrounding communities, 
impacted by the love and power of God! And I believe God wants to 
use YOU - yes, YOU - to do it! Through the mission and vision of 
Youth Church I believe you will begin to see the purpose you have not 
only here, but in the world. You are called to be a world changer!

You might be thinking… how the heck am I a world changer?…
Let me tell you, the only ones that are capable of changing the world 
are the ones that think they can do it. Leading people starts at one 
place - leading yourself.
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And you will fail.

And thats totally fine. We fail forward. When we fail we don’t condemn 
each other and try and hide it, but take it and own it and say “how can 
I grow from this?”

I would always rather live with a failure than a regret.

Our Vision and Mission is not to be perfect - but to reveal Creativity, 
Purpose, and Hope - and most of all reveal a loving God!
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2 + WHO AM I?:

This is one of the most important questions you will ever have to 
answer in your life. Find the answer sooner than later. You don't want 
to be in your 40s and ask the question - WHO AM I? This is the 
question humanity itself wants to answer.

And YOU have been given the key to find the answer - The Word of 
God! This course will help you lay the foundation and create a 
Basecamp for you to journey and climb to greater adventure that can 
only be found in the person that is JESUS CHRIST!

This has to be the starting point in your walk with God. 

Here are 3 points to help you answer - WHO AM I?

1. Accepted

“3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath 
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:
4 According as he hath CHOSEN US in him before the foundation of 
the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in 
love:
5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children BY JESUS 
CHRIST to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will,”
Ephesians 1:3-5 (KJV)

YOU ARE CHOSEN AND HAND SELECTED BY GOD! Before even 
the foundation of the world! 

That BY JESUS CHRIST we now have been adopted! 

(Jewish tradition of adoption) 
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“To the praise of the glory of His grace, wherein he hath made us 
ACCEPTED in the beloved.”
Ephesians 1:6 (KJV)

The word ACCEPTED should be circled, highlighted, and glowing in 
the dark in your Bible! 

You were no mistake - you were no accident! You were chosen before 
the foundation of the world, adopted into the family, and ACCEPTED 
in the beloved.

Ephesians 1:5 says, “BY JESUS CHRIST” - because the price and 
sacrifice that Jesus paid on the cross we now not only have been 
ACCEPTED and adopted by God, but we can now boldly approach 
God!

“BY JESUS CHRIST… in whom we have boldness and access with 
confidence through our faith in him.” 
Ephesians 3:12

God hasn't just ACCEPTED you - But He has put you in His inner 
circle! 

We have been called sons and daughters of God! Check these verse 
out:

“4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, 
born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were 
under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6 And 
because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a 
son, and if a son, then an heir through God.”
Galatians 4:4-7
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“14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons[a] of God. 15 For 
you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you 
have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! 
Father!” 16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are 
children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow 
heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may 
also be glorified with him.”
Romans 8:14-17

If your blood isn't pumping and your heart isn't excited - then you 
should check your pulse cause I think you’re dead!!

Can you see how God has done and provided EVERYTHING you 
could ever need? And it’s all in Jesus! It’s all because of our perfect 
Jesus! 

You may still be thinking.. “This is just too good to be true!.. So it can’t 
be true.”

Let’s see what the Lord has to say about it..

“25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness 
of God is stronger than men.
26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise 
according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many 
were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to 
shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 
strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, even 
things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29 so that no 
human being might boast in the presence of God. 30 And because of 
him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, 
righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31 so that, as it is 
written, ‘Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.’”
1 Corinthians 1:25-31
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Do you feel like you cannot be ACCEPTED? Do you feel like you’ve 
done too much wrong to receive so much right?

Well right here we see that God chose the foolish, the weak, the low, 
and the despised - THAT’S WHO HE HAS CHOSEN! 

God has taken us - the lowest of the lows, sinners, and foolish people, 
and He said, “Yep! That’s who I’m going to make my people!”

You are ACCEPTED by God! 

2. Authorized 

Did you notice that little word in verse 3?

“…who has blessed us with ALL spiritual blessings…”
Ephesians 1:3

ALL spiritual blessings?! Given to me?! WHAAA?!!?!
YEP! 

You have been AUTHORIZED by the King of Kings! 

Authorized to do what? - to reveal the same Jesus that ACCEPTED 
YOU!
Mark 16:15 / Matt 10:8

It does not matter what you are in need of, you have been given 
EVERY SINGLE spiritual blessing!

Depression has no hold on you - you've been given Joy! 
(Psalms 28:7)
Addiction has no hold on you - you’ve been given Freedom! 
(2 Corinthians 3:17)
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Anxiety has no hold on you - you’ve been given Peace! 
(Philippians 4:6,7)

It does not matter what you’ve done, or what you feel you lack - You 
have been given ALL spiritual blessings!

That should get you excited!

YOU ARE NOT WHO YOU USED TO BE!
Your past no longer defines you - your sin does not define you - your 
mistakes CANNOT hold you back!

However, one of the biggest reasons people don’t believe this or fully 
walk into this - is they often don’t “feel” it.

We, being emotional humans can be easily ruled by those emotions. 
But if God has given us every spiritual blessing - then it doesn't matter 
what I feel or what surrounds me! Because He has given me the 
power and the AUTHORITY to overcome it!

So I can either sit in my doubt and unbelief and be guided by weak, 
undependable emotions - OR I can trust what the King of Kings said 
and walk by faith! 

If a Prince doesn’t feel like a prince one day - does that make him any 
less of a Prince?
OF COURSE NOT! 

You walk in faith and believe what the Lord told you!
You have been authorized by God! 

Right actions will bring right emotions NOT vice versa. 

“11 For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for 
welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.”
Jeremiah 29:11 (ESV)
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So who are you?

You have been given authority to be a revivalist! To be a world 
changer! God has put things inside of you that the world needs to see! 
He has a future full of hope for you!

Proverbs 29:18 says, “Where there is no vision, the people perish.” 
That word “vision” is the Hebrew word - chazown (חָזֹון) - it is speaking 
to a place of identity. 

When people do not know who they are - they perish. 

You were not made to perish - you were made to be able to answer 
the question: WHO AM I?

“9 But, as it is written,
“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard,
    nor the heart of man imagined,
what God has prepared for those who love him”—
10 these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the 
Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God.”
1 Corinthians 2:9-10

God wants you to search out and find out what He has for you - the 
“Depths of Him.”

In HIM - you find YOU.

It says in Proverbs 25:2, “It is the glory of God to conceal things, but 
the glory of kings is to search things out.”

You have been authorized by the King of Kings to lead! It’s our glory to 
search out the things of God and to find what He has for us!

�14



3. Absolute

The third thing you need to know in helping you answer the question - 
WHO AM I? - is:

You are ABSOLUTE! 

There is not another person on this planet, in the entire history of the 
world’s existence that is like YOU!
You are one-of-a-kind!

The dictionary define absolute as, “viewed or existing independently 
and not in relation to other things; not relative or comparative.”

There is no one like you. 

You have a unique worldview and a unique take on the life around 
you. We can often get frustrated with people for not seeing the same 
issues, the same problems, or seeing life the way we see it.

But you are often called to solve the problem you see.

There is a reason no one else may really see it. You are absolute. 
There are people only you can reach!

Your worldview is how you view reality. Your culture. Your normal.

It would be the height of ignorance to travel to China and expect 
everyone you meet to speak English and eat with forks when they 
were around you. Why? - It’s not their culture.

Everyone has a worldview, but we really don't know how we get it. We 
all have presumptions. Presumptions are things we believe without 
proof. They are ideas that we take for granted.
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So what defines our worldview? How do we even develop these 
“glasses” or these “lenses” that we look at reality through? I believe it’s 
3 things:

1. Parents
2. Peers
3. Pop Culture

Sociologists say you are an average of your 5 closest friends. These 
are the biggest influencers in your life.

Here are some rather confusing and weird questions to help you see 
the glasses that you use to view the world:

1. What is ultimate reality?
2. What is a human being?
3. What happens to a person at death?
4. What can we know and how do we know that we know that we 
can know it?
5. What is right and wrong?
6. What is the meaning of human history?

Depending on how you answer these questions will reveal a lot about 
how you view the world and how you see yourself.

Do you see yourself as absolute? Or just another person roaming 
around earth? Are you just a tourist through your life or are you the 
tour guide?

“2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will 
of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.”
Romans 12:2

Renew your mind - renew your mindset - renew your worldview.
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Renew it to what? - To see the good, acceptable, and perfect will of 
God for your life and for the world!

And what is God’s will for you? - Back to Ephesians 1:3-5! 
You have been ACCEPTED
You have been AUTHORIZED
And you have been made ABSOLUTE

This is what the Lord has done for you. Let your mindset line up with 
His.

Application:
Take a moment and write down what you believe the answer is to the 
question: WHO AM I? What is your honest view of yourself? How does 
that compare to how God sees you? How will you let your mindset line 
up with His?

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

Prayer:
God, help me to view myself the way You see me. I speak Romans 
12:2 over myself, that my mind would be renewed to Your perfect will. 
Renew my mind to see that You have ACCEPTED, AUTHORIZED, 
and made me ABSOLUTE! Teach me to walk in faith - not to see with 
my worldview, but to see through Yours! - In Jesus’s name, Amen.
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3 + WHO IS GOD?:

How you view God will determine how you view EVERYTHING else in 
life.

If you see God as a dictator, controlling our lives - it effects how you 
see the world.
If you see God as an angry god, ready to strike as soon as you fail - it 
effects how you see the world.
If you see God as a loving Father, with compassion and grace - it 
effects how you see the world.

We have to have a firm foundation, a set basecamp, of who God is 
before anything else. How you see God will determine the rest of your 
theology. If your foundation is weak, just like a house, it will shift 
everything else. The house may even fall.

So who is God? Let’s start at the beginning.

a. God is self-existent

Genesis 1:1 says, “In the beginning God…”
John 1:1 says, “In the beginning was the Word, the Word was with 
God and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God.”

God was before everything and anything. He always was and always 
has been. Before the creation of the world, God was. God even refers 
to Himself as, “I am,” because God always IS. The Alpha and Omega. 
The beginning and the end. Before and after all things.

Colossians 1:17 says, “He is before all things and in Him, all things 
are held together.”
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We must understand that God is without a creator or maker - but that 
God IS the Creator and Maker. Everything we see has come from 
Him.

Now, if you are trying to rationally understand all this and wrap your 
head around it - join the club! How can God have no beginning and no 
end? How can something exist that hasn't been created?

In Isaiah 55:8-9 it says, “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens are 
higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my 
thoughts than your thoughts.”

We serve a God that is completely limitless and infinite in every way. 
We have such a hard time seeing this at times because we’ve had a 
beginning, and we will have an end. But God is not defined by these 
laws of how the world works - He created the world!

The importance behind this is that we have to know and see that God 
is not like us. If we think of God like a man, we will limit and minimize 
his power and strength in our lives. We don’t want a God like us - trust 
me because if we did we would be in big trouble!

b. God is 3 in 1 (The Trinity)

…..He’s what?

God is a trinity.

Genesis 1:26 says, “Let US make man in OUR image, and after OUR 
likeness.”

There are many times throughout scripture where we see God 
referring to Himself in a plural way.
Why?
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Because God, though He is One in Himself, is manifested in three 
persons.

But now let’s look at ourselves - we all have 3 parts as well!

We have a body, a soul, and a spirit. Three, yet one.

All the same being, yet split into three parts - and it’s the same with 
God! Throughout our Bible we see the different persons of God.

God the Father: He resides in Heaven and no man has ever seen Him 
face to face. He is not a man, but a spirit. This is the person whom we 
pray to.

God the Son: This is Jesus who also lives in Heaven, sitting at the 
right hand of God. He came to earth as a man, still being fully God, 
and He is the way we pray to God.

God the Holy Spirit: Holy Spirit lives in believers. He has been poured 
out on the earth and empowers us to come to God. We can’t come to 
God without a “God-nature” (1 Cor 2:10-13). So Jesus sent the Holy 
Spirit to us so we could have access to the Father! He is God’s DNA in 
you!

He is three persons, and all of those persons are the same God. 
Jesus is not different from God, Holy Spirit is not different from God. 
They are all One together.

To the Father - through the son - by the power of the Holy Spirit! 
That’s how we pray!

c. God is complete and perfect

Have you ever heard, “God is love?”
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This is a popular cute little saying in the church, but it also can bring 
us into a deeper understanding and revelation about God.

Ask yourself.. What are some things that God is?

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

Let’s look at some more of the attributes of God. You see, God IS 
love, God doesn't just give love - He IS the embodiment of love!

God doesn't just show grace or mercy or compassion or love - God IS.

God IS:

Mercy Love Goodness

Wrath Justice Sovereignty

Faithfulness Grace Holiness

Wisdom

God just isn't merci-FUL - He IS mercy.

God is perfect. He is complete.
So if God is perfect then it means that he has to be these things ALL 
THE TIME. God doesn't wake up one morning and think, “I think I'm 
going to show love today.” - NO! This is who He is ALL THE TIME! 
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God is not lacking in anything or in any area. God is big enough to 
give all of Himself to everyone.

God is not like us. He is God. We are not.
We must understand that He is God, and because of that we are 
venturing on a life-long journey of discovering and knowing God!

Knowing God is the most important thing and honestly the only thing 
that really matters in life. If you don’t know how to KNOW God - you 
can get lost real quick. We will never arrive to a place that we go, “I 
know all of God.” We are serving an infinite God. We will spend 
eternity discover who God is. The Bible says that angels are 
constantly circling the throne singing, “Holy holy holy,” and with each 
turn seeing a new aspect about Him. He is that infinite.

The mystery of God is what makes Him so awesome! It says in 
Proverbs that it is the glory of God to hide things, and the glory of 
Kings to search them out.
It is our honor to search and KNOW the mysteries of God.

(Easter egg hunt)

So right now - ask God the Father to increase your desire to know Him 
and to increase your ability by the power of the Holy Spirit to know 
Him deeper.

Go home and read the book of Ephesians and Colossians. Read it 
slowly and digest what it is saying.
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Pray this over yourself -
Ephesians 1:17-22
“17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may 
give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge 
of him, 18 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may 
know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the 
riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the 
immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, 
according to the working of his great might 20 that he worked in Christ 
when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in 
the heavenly places, …. 21 far above all rule and authority and power 
and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this 
age but also in the one to come. 22 And he put all things under his 
feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is 
his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.”
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4 + SALVATION: 

Most of us reading this have an understanding of what salvation is and 
probably all of us have accepted salvation. But for the sake of you 
learning how to walk someone else through this, let’s get a biblical 
framework for what salvation really is.

First off - why do we even need salvation?

In the book of Genesis we see the start of humanity. God created man 
on the 6th day and gave him rule and dominion over the earth. We 
were designed to partner with God and rule the earth with God. But 
God gave man a choice. He put two trees in the Garden of Eden, the 
tree of life, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

Most of you may know the story - God told Adam and Eve not to eat 
from the second tree or else they would die. They disobeyed because 
the serpent (satan) told them that God was trying to keep them from 
becoming like God. Because of their disobedience, sin entered the 
world (separation from God) and it changed the world.

This is what became of our world (Genesis 3):
1. Spiritual death came to man
2. Physical death came to man
3. Emotional torment came to man
4. Sin entered the world and disrupted perfect harmony 
5. Pain in childbirth for women
6. The ground was cursed and man would work hard against it
7. Man was locked out of the Garden

The most important thing to notice in this is also the most horrible 
thing that happened - 

Because disobedience and sin entering the world, man had to be 
separated from a holy and righteous God.
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This is the reason we do ministry together. This one truth is what 
compels us to search for an answer. We are faced with this big 
problem - God is perfect and we are not. Because we have missed the 
mark (sin), and because we are not perfect we cannot have a 
relationship with God. If we don't have connection with God, we will 
suffer eternal punishment and separation from God. 

So what do we do?

For thousands of years, man tried to reach God through rituals and 
traditions that God set in place. Sacrifices were made for forgiveness 
of sins and high priests were set apart from the people so that they 
could be holy enough to present these sacrifices to God. This was 
religion, which was all they had.

Religion is man’s attempt to get to God.

But time after time, man failed. People failed and God’s wrath was not 
satisfied.

Justice demands wrath on humanity. It is the only right thing for God to 
do or God is not a God of justice.

These blood sacrifices only postponed God’s wrath against 
disobedience, against sin entering the world. It was only pushing the 
snooze button on the wrath of a God that is holy and righteous.

So man tried for thousands of years to be good enough, but every 
time fell short. God did thing after thing to try and get closer to his 
people. He made a covenant with Abraham so that He be closer to His 
people. He instructed Moses to make a tabernacle for Him to dwell in 
so He could be closer to His people.

Why?
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Because when sin entered the world - God, in a sense, was locked 
out.

After God finished creating the world, He gave it all over to Adam and 
Eve. It was theirs to do with it whatever they wanted. And they, by 
disobeying God, gave it over to satan and sin entered the world.

Man was completely hopeless (total depravity).

When sin entered the world, it wasn't just something we DID, but it 
became a part of out NATURE.

So we have two problems:

1. God’s holiness demands perfection
2. God’s justice demands wrath being poured out on humans 

It’s clearly evident that we fall short of God’s standards and because 
we fail on #1 - the only solution is #2. We deserved hell and 
separation from God.

But God did something!

If we look back on God’s law for the forgiveness of sins, blood had to 
be spilled. But it couldn’t just be anyone’s or anything’s blood.

1. The sacrifice had to be perfect, without sin. No sacrifice 
could be made that was like the state of the sinners. It had to be 
blameless to the penalty for someone who was guilty.

2. The sacrifice had to be completely man. Man was the one 
who had authority in the earth. Not animals, or anything else on 
earth. God had given the earth over to man. And God was not 
going to break his word by taking the earth back by force when 
he gave MAN authority over it.
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3. The sacrifice had to be completely God. To find favor with 
God enough to satisfy God’s wrath, the sacrifice had to have 
divine connection. If the sacrifice was only man, it would have 
the nature of sin, which would make the sacrifice void.

God’s only answer to man’s problem was - Himself.

His Son was the only being that could bring forgiveness to the human 
race. So in submission to the will of the Father, the Son of God came 
down to earth and was put inside the womb of woman named Mary. 
(Luke 1:26-38)

Fully God, yet fully man - Jesus is the answer! 

Jesus was begotten of God and born of man.

He lived a sinless life - completely perfect. He then suffered and died 
a sinner’s death in the place of humanity.

“Father God made Jesus who knew no sin to BECOME sin for us, so 
that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”
2 Corinthians 5:21

Jesus BECAME sin for the world and died in its place.

“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse 
for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree”
Galatians 3:13 

He became the curse so we would no longer live under the curse!  He 
wiped out our transgressions and sin when He died on the cross, 
completely destroying sin. (Colossians 2:13-14)
Because of Jesus, the wrath of God was satisfied and the Father was 
pleased to crush Him for our sake. (Isaiah 53)
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Jesus was the second Adam. You see, the first Adam failed. God gave 
the world over to Adam. And because of his disobedience and sin, 
satan gained authority in the earth - Giving us all a sin nature.

But then God sent Jesus, fully God and fully man, defeating death and 
destroying sin - Now He has taken that authority away from satan, 
leaving him powerless.

Jesus is the Savior of the world!

So now what?

This is where humanity plays a part in God’s plan of redemption. The 
Bible calls Jesus, “the lamb slain before the foundations of the world.” 
Sending Jesus wasn’t some last resort, some hail Mary pass. The 
years of the law and man’s rebellion became our testimony that WE 
NEEDED GOD TO SAVE US. And the beauty of it is that God did it for 
us, which means it’s a free gift.

Then how do we receive this free gift of salvation?

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.”
John 3:16

“That whoever believes….”

That’s all it is… Belief.

But there are thousands of people that believe in God! 
James 2:19 says, “It is good that you believe, but even the demons 
believe and tremble.”

So what’s the answer?
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Faith in Jesus Christ IS the surrender of man’s ability to reach 
God by his own works and accepting the free gift of 

righteousness that belongs to Jesus, yielding his spirit to the 
work of God through repentance of his old mindset and 

reviewing the grace of God to trust completely in Jesus for 
connection with the Father.

We have to realize that Jesus is all we need. Jesus is the answer. He 
is who we have to receive. HIS righteousness. HIS Spirit. HIS power. 
HE is the key! 

So how do we be transformed to be like Jesus?

“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will 
of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.”
Romans 12:2

The way you RENEW your mind is through REPENTANCE.

Now, I think sometimes we have the wrong idea about the word 
REPENTANCE. It’s not being super sorry and crying and being broken 
and cutting your wrists and paying penance or anything like that! 

To repent simply means: 

To change your mind

God cannot change your mind, and you cannot change your heart. But 
if you will change your mind - God will change your heart.

The only way to change your actions is to change your beliefs. You 
have to turn from your old mindsets that got you in trouble, and it will 
change the way you do things.
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This is where faith and grace meet. When Jesus is presented to 
people, the grace of God is released to be believed. Man cannot seek 
God unless grace is given to him. When we share what Jesus did, we 
release grace because Jesus IS grace! People can then believe on 
Him for salvation. When they do, this faith activated by the grace of 
God, brings man into a wonderful place of encounter. 

John 3:4 talks how Jesus foretells of what happens when we come to 
God with faith in Him - God sends His Spirit into our lives and re-births 
us. This is why we call it being “born-again.” He gives a new nature, 
completely destroying the old sinful nature that we used to have and 
gives us the righteousness that Jesus has! 

Once we are born-again, by grace through faith, your sinful nature 
DIES! Romans 6 says we actually DIED WITH CHRIST on the cross 
and were then RAISED UP with Him from the grave. Water Baptism is 
the symbol of this spiritual truth.

You don’t just get a clean slate - You get Jesus’ slate!

You are made alive together with God - complete access to God! Even 
all the things you WILL do, Jesus already took the punishment for and 
made you alive with Him! Stop punishing yourself over something 
Jesus already took the punishment for! You are an adopted child of 
God, and given the nature of God! (1 Peter 1:4)

Completely free! You have been given the victory! Anything that 
comes your way that would try and make you think that you are not 
free, you claim the blood of Jesus and the Spirit of God over your life! 
That blood wipes you clean and that Spirit gives you freedom.

“Where the Spirit of the Lord is there is freedom…”
2 Corinthians 3:17

AND THAT SPIRIT IS IN YOU!
There are no steps in our faith! Once you get it, YOU HAVE IT ALL!
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5 + BAPTISM IN HOLY SPIRIT:

One of the greatest things about the Lord, is that He doesn't just save 
us from eternal separation from God - He empowers us to then live 
and walk as He did.

It’s like a police officer.

A normal police officer carries a badge and a gun. The badge shows 
his authority and his identity. Everyone that sees him knows exactly 
who he is and what he stands for: protect and serve. But then he also 
has a gun - He has been empowered to enforce what he stands for.

In the same way, YOU have been given a badge - you are a child of 
God, a coheir with Christ, a man/woman with authority, a world 
changer, someone who reveals the Kingdom of God.
And you’ve been given a gun - the power of Holy Spirit! 

One of the last things Jesus said before he ascended into Heaven 
was Acts 1:8 - “And you shall receive POWER when the HOLY SPIRIT 
comes upon you and you shall be my witnesses…”

Jesus promises His Spirit. This was prophesied by the prophet Joel in 
the Old Testament. Jesus would come in the flesh and fulfill all the 
Words about His life, but then He would return to Heaven and He 
would send forth His very Spirit to inhabit the earth and to dwell in His 
people.

Acts 1:12-14 and 2:1-13 tell us about the first disciples that were 
baptized with Holy Spirit.

This marked for the first time that the Holy Spirit had ever been poured 
out on people FOR GOOD. Kings, prophets and judges of the Old 
Testament would be given a measure of this “Holy Spirit” but He would 
not dwell on them forever.
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So who is Holy Spirit?

Holy Spirit is the third person in the trinity. He is God. There have 
been movements that have diminished Him down to just a tangible 
presence, or the power of God - but Holy Spirit IS GOD!

The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Christ that dwells in men. It is the same 
Spirit that witnessed Jesus as God to the Father and raised Him from 
the dead.

The Bible says that none can be saved unless they have the Holy 
Spirit. EVERY Christian has the Holy Spirit. Without the Spirit, it would 
be impossible to believe on Jesus and believe He is God. So YOU 
HAVE the Holy Spirit! At salvation, you are filled with Him.

So then what is this experience we just read in Acts?

All the disciples had been saved and regenerated as soon as they 
saw Jesus and believed upon Him for their salvation. They were 
among the first actual “Christians” of the world! Jesus breathed upon 
them and gave them the Holy Spirit.

But there was another encounter waiting for them. This encounter had 
been prophesied by Joel in 2:28-32 about the Spirit of God that would 
be poured out on all flesh in order that they would testify of Jesus to 
the world! 

Jesus said we would receive POWER!

This is the reason for the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. The disciples 
needed something more than just courage to go out and preach about 
this Jesus that came to save the world. Talking about it wasn't going to 
cut it. They needed the POWER OF GOD to demonstrate to the world 
who Jesus Christ is!
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The Kingdom of God is not a matter of talk - but of POWER! 
1 Corinthians 4:20

Jesus and Holy Spirit were never meant to be just talked about - but 
met and experienced. He is a person not an idea!

God has chosen to use US to His demonstration!

We are to be the ones to bring the Kingdom of Heaven to earth!

The will of God was never more clearly stated than when He taught us 
how to pray.. “let Your Kingdom come, let Your will be done. On 
earth as it is in Heaven.”
Matthew 6:10

Jesus left so that He could send His Spirit to dwell in us. Jesus could 
only be in one place at one time, but His Spirit could be 
EVERYWHERE! Jesus said, “It is better that I go, for you, because the 
Helper (Holy Spirit) will come.” - John 16:7

The book of Acts is one of the most exciting books in the Bible. 
Miracles, signs, wonders, healings, deliverance - It’s all in there! That’s 
why it is called the book of ACTS! 

So why do YOU need it?

If you want the power of God to heal the sick, raise the dead, cast 
out demons, perform miracles, share the gospel with power and 

anointing, and live in radical encounters with God - THE 
BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IS GOD’S WILL FOR YOU! 

Now, you may be asking - “How do I receive Holy Spirit?”

There are tons of stories of how people have received the Baptism of 
the Holy Spirit. Here are some biblical accounts in Acts of how people 
received:
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Acts 2
Acts 4:23-31
Acts 8:14-17
Acts 10-44-48
Acts 19:1-6

I want to challenge you to read through these stories on your own! 
And look for the similarities between the accounts.

If you read through these passages there are some things that all of 
the stories have in common. Not every story has the same exact 
account - but there are some key points to consider.

1. The gospel was preached. This opened up people’s hearts to 
believe upon Jesus. The whole point of the Baptism of Holy Spirit 
is to be a WITNESS OF WHO JESUS IS! The gospel imparts 
faith! 

2. They laid their hands on them. There was power in the “laying 
on of hands.” The Bible talks a lot about the ability to release 
power on people when we lay our hands on them. Those who 
were filled with Spirit could lay their hands on the people who 
wanted to receive and “impart” the Holy Spirit.

3. Something supernatural happened. When the Holy Spirit 
came upon those who were being baptized, something 
supernatural took place. They spoke in tongues and some 
prophesied! Sometimes people would even go into trances and 
have visions. When the Spirit of God fills you, it is a powerful 
experience! 

As a leader you are a prime candidate for this experience! We believe 
that the Baptism of the Holy Spirit is God’s will for all believers! 

God not only promised this to His disciples, He promised it to all the 
generations that would come after Him - WHICH MEANS YOU!
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The first thing you must do is believe! God wants all good things for 
you! Because of that, He wants to give you power to spread His name 
around the world!

Lord, let it first start in me!

If you haven’t ever experienced this - Make today your day! Ask for 
prayer and you will receive it! 
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6 + OUR MESSAGE - CREATIVITY PURPOSE HOPE:

Something that we really value and prioritize is the way that the gospel 
is preached to the world. When preaching anything, we must always 
hold the core value of HOPE as our determining factor. God’s plan for 
the earth, ever since it fell, has been RESTORATION, REDEMPTION, 
and RECONCILIATION.

“For his is good and acceptable in the sight of our God our Savior, 
who desire all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the 
truth.”
1 Timothy 2:3-4

“For the grace of God has appeared to ALL men…”
Titus 2:11

God made a way for THE WORLD to take part in this wonderful 
gospel of redemption. Your friends, family, and every other person you 
pass by is being invited to take place in God’s redemption.

Sometimes though… we fail to do our part of revealing HOPE to a 
dying world.

“How then shall they call Him when they haven’t believed in Him? And 
how will they believe in Him if they haven’t heard about Him? And how 
will they hear without a preacher? And how will they preach unless 
they are sent?”
Romans 10:14

There is a real mandate on our lives to present the person of Jesus to 
the world. Without us, the world won’t see Jesus!

You may be the only Jesus that your friends and family ever see!
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The world doesn’t need us yelling at them to “turn or burn.” They need 
us loving them into a relationship with Christ.
They need to look at us and see what a life full of purpose and hope 
looks like! 

Jesus gave hope wherever He went. The blind man had hope of sight, 
the prostitute had hope of one day having a normal life again.

Jesus genuinely loved those around Him.

Don’t plan on changing your city or bringing revival to your city - if you 
first don’t genuinely love it! 

People are sick of preachers… but they are in desperate need of a 
someone that truly loves them!

You can be that person! 

We are here to creatively reveal true purpose and hope - that can 
ONLY be found in Jesus! 

I challenge you to pray for your community! Pray for your schools! Ask 
the Lord to give you His love and heart for those around you! 
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Congratulations! You have completed Basecamp Volume 
One! I pray that this course has been a help for you to see 

who you are and who God is.

I challenge you to take what you’ve learned here and use it to 
creatively reveal purpose  - and hope - and LOVE to those 

around you!
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